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Abstract: Our group wanted to find out reason why there has been a growing 
trend of Chinese students returning to China rather than staying. 
We focused on the Science & Technology departments as they 
chose this school more specifically for the Engineering program. 
We used interviews and found that there was a trend for the males 
to have a patriotic sense (whether or not they did return to China). 
Some wanted to contribute to China or even the world through their 
findings or after they have established themselves. Some explained 
that they did not care too much about patriotism, but their friends 
and family. Almost all the subjects had a strong relationship and 
sense of responsibility in supporting their parents, so that affected 
their decision as well. Others had decided to study abroad just for 
the opportunities that would be opened to them in China for a job or 
purpose what they want to do. 
Response Paper 
#1: 
Week 4: Globlization, Neoliberalism – and Youth
• Austin, Joe. 2005. Youth, Neoliberalism, Ethics: Some Questions. 
• Ong, Aihwa. 2006. Higher Learning in Global Space. In Neoliberalism as 
Exception: Mutations in Citizenship and Sovereignty. 
• Anagnost, Ann. Forthcoming. Imagining Global Futures in China: The 
Child as a Sign of Value. 
• A*Star (Singapore Agency for Science, Technology, and Research)  
Yearbook 
The main thrust of the readings put forth a struggle for society to understand and adjust to 
the changes that are happening. In Austin’s article, he introduced the subject of the 
incarcerated former-youths due to the Zero-Tolerance Protocol and 13-year-olds being 
tried as adults leading to a large number of youths that now have to become socialized 
into a society that has left them illiterate within the prison system. This is one example of 
the pool of youths that were affected by the politics of defining what exactly is childhood 
and adulthood. Accommodating the neoliberal shift in politics, institutions have 
increasingly become more privatized; however it questions whether the changes in 
welfare are beneficial. The other two articles discuss some of the motivations and 
relationship between the U.S and foreign countries.
This example of that portion of the youth in the United States drastically differs from 
Anagnost’s article. China’s family culture and social structure has changed to 
accommodate the youths. With the one-child policy enforced by the government, it 
brought about an increased sense of investing into a child. China’s hope was to compete 
globally economically, but now that is also being done via the rearing of the children. At 
early ages they are treated with optimum surroundings to bring about better performance 
or the “latent potential” within the child. “Educational toys, nutritional supplements, 
private tutors, extra-curricular classes, and after-school enrichment activities are new 
forms of investment in the child.” This sort of shift in the value of the child to have value 
in the workplace for their lifetime does also begin to question whether they are benefiting 
from this rigorous childhood (from a western point of view). From the eyes of the 
Chinese, their preoccupation is with the collective nation. They want to be useful to the 
nation and contribute. This shares a similarity with the Ong text in that the United States 
wants to have more global institutions not only for the national elite to become well-
educated, but to attract foreign students. “Especially since the 1960s, accepting ever 
larger and more diverse bodies of foreign students has been a strategy to increase 
university prestige, enrollment, and income. The study abroad program is yet another 
conduit for the influx of foreign students to American universities.” Equality and 
opportunity for the people that are of lower income suffer from this globalization and 
alacrity of providing a place for the Chinese students, for example that want the best 
education but also paying the hefty international tuition. This depicts how there is a place 
for those foreign parents that can afford to sacrifice for their children to send their kids, 
but also it shows how there is a desire for the U.S. to compete to acquire these students as 
well. The A*Star Yearbook also shows this concept of advertising to gain foreign 
students and also gain from a relationship with another foreign university and compete in 
the global market. Though the motivation sounds less than pristine, there are benefits to 
this. Students in both the universities do benefit from the more diversified campus and 
increased income inadvertently via facilities, teachers, and resources, etc. 
Anagnost wrote,“For parents of the Cultural Revolution generation, this emphasis on 
early childhood education is an opportunity to regain the time lost from their own 
educational histories.” as maybe an explanation of the reason the drive to produce ideal 
students. This is a valid reason since those that were part of that generation had lost their 
education and an opportunity for professional jobs. It makes more sense that a student 
said, “What parents want is very simple. It is merely to make sure that their child will be 
deemed employable for the extent of their working lives.” The parents do not wish the 
child to go through the turmoil/violence that they had experienced. For Americans, this 
same notion can be translated as well as a desire for the children to not lose potential jobs 
through the growing competition. 
What is interesting is that though these nations are very different in their motivations, 
cultures and politics, they are all trying to keep up with this global competition. 
Response Paper 
#2: 
Week 7, February 26
• Hoffman, Lisa. 2006. Autonomous choices and patriotic professionalism: 
On governmentality in late-socialist China. Economy and Society , 35: 4: 
550-570. 
• Amy Hanser. 2002. The Chinese Enterprising Self: Young Educated 
Urbanites and the Search for Work. Hirsch, Jerrold Link et al. China 
Popular. Lanhan, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. Pp. 189-206. 
With the intense changes within the Chinese political system as well as economic 
system, there was been a drastic change within the minds and identities of the 
Chinese. Both the reading discuss the post-Mao mentalities.
The articles both touch on the change of having a secure job that is allotted for you 
versus each person having to actively pursue their career. This security was also 
coupled with bondage since it was impossible to switch careers that the 
government placed an individual in. The government ensured "food, housing and 
other aspects of basic welfare." So shifting to a competitive market had to open up 
a totally knew way of thinking and independence from the government. This also 
opened up a market of methods in which to search for jobs. People have gained a 
new heightened sense of urgency to latch onto a job that many others are 
grasphing for. This sensation is relatively new for the Chinese, that had to be 
weaned off their dependence of their former regime and be thrown into the 
competitive market.
On the other hand, many avenues of help opened up to meet these anxieties. "The 
opening of talent exchange centres and the establishment of job fairs in
China are significant phenomena." Call it a neoliberal, but it is only natural to meet 
the demand of those that are worried about their future paths and the new 
onslaught of job-interviews and self-help books. Initially there was a drive to find a 
job for security, however some people are willing to experiment and jump from job 
to job. Some explained in the Hanser article that they grew and learned much 
about themselves in the process but still in the end, the article's conclusion is that 
the "job chooses the youth." There are still so many "limitations imposed by 
society" even concerning gender and placement of jobs.
Hoffman's article's focus is more on the government and the methods taken to 
distribute the "human capital" and even the Maoist notion of "serving the country" is 
merging with the neoliberal techniques. "Encouraging college graduates to view 
employment (i.e., their labour power) as a means to develop themselves 
individually serves as a more effective form of motivation for ‘reform era’ economic 
growth than the job assignment system ever could." While the government did 
declare to "get rich is glorious," and as a result helped China to compete globally. 
This article also addressed the patriotic duty of the people to utilize their choices 
for the country. In the end, the people that were interviewed expressed desires to 
serve their country. These two articles show the sort of mindset that the people 
have. While autonomous choices are seemingly selfish, there is an aspect of it 
being used for the sake of the country. The relationship still is pretty ambiguous in 
my opinion since people are still trying to make sense of this "new" freedom and 
being governed. 
Response Paper 
#3: 
Week 10, March 25
• South Korea: Indeterminate Futures 
• Time will be set aside in class for group work on April 1 assignment 
• Nancy Abelmann, Hyunhee Kim, and So Jin Park. Forthcoming. College 
Rank and Neoliberal Subjectivity in South Korea : The Burden of Self-
Development. 
• Song, Jesook. "'Venture Companies,' 'Flexible Labor,' and the 'New 
Intellectual': The Neoliberal Construction of Underemployed Youth in 
South Korea " Journal of Youth Studies 10, no. 3 (2007): 331-351. 
• Choi, Jung-ah. 2005. New Generation’s Career Aspirations and New Ways 
of Marginalization in a Postindustrial Economy. British Journal of 
Sociology of Education. 26:2. 269-283. 
I read the Song article, "Venture Companies" first which I am glad I did because it 
explained many of the concepts and background history in reforms that 
attributed to some of the views on labor. The overarching theme that I'm most 
interested with is the idea of the "risky" entrepreneur and self-development. 
First in the backdrop of the neoliberal reforms by President Kim Dae Jung, he 
made it so that the state did not make decisions by force, but rather 
liberal/reasonable solutions. The idea of "productive welfarism" for national 
economic prosperity came in. It was because of the direct impact of these 
reforms that the mindset of the generation changed from the desire for a stable 
job to the perceived "risky" ventures. Venture companies were seen as a good 
(risky) thing at the time (p. 2) by the government I believe, more than the older 
generations that did not understand this. "Self management" and "Self 
cultivation" were traits that were encouraged for people to be creative and use 
their skills to create jobs not only for themselves but many others as well. From 
the government perspective, it all makes sense. Entrepreneurs only helped 
remedy the unemployment problem by not creating just one solution, but many 
(jobs). This also gave the state some flexibility and slack in taking care of the 
problem. The responsibility was placed on the people to be proactive and self-
sufficient by not being dependent on the state. This was another benefit for the 
nation too. Not only can people get jobs, but people are contributing to the 
nation via their ventures. 
In the perspective of the youth that took to this idea with alacrity, they moved 
from opportunity to new opportunity. The example given on the taxi driver, Mr. 
Yu and his sons is a great example of the generation gap caused by the reforms. 
His son went to Yonsei, worked at Samsung, quit to start a business, and keeps 
moving from start-up job to start-up job. The father does not understand why he 
would quit Samsung for these unstable jobs. He is plagued by the instability so 
much so that he and his wife cannot sleep some nights worrying about him. Yet 
he says that he's "worried but open to the liberal ethos and liberal way of 
reasoning." At first I didn't see how he was open to it but now I see that the fact 
is he allows his son to do what he wants instead of interfering with his life and 
forcing him to stay at Samsung. They come from very different times and for him 
to see his son give up a great job for these other seemingly sub-par jobs concerns 
him. The son took to the reform ideas very seriously and I see him gaining in his 
experiential knowledge and skills as he goes from job to job. I think that maybe 
that is more important as a commodity than the one stable job if they have high 
hopes and believe that they can attain more. 
This is like the Choi Jung-Ah article "New Generation's Career Aspirations and 
New Ways of Marginalization in a Postindustrial Economy." Here there are people 
that are not following the set path of society in going from high school to college 
then a job. They either realize that what they want to pursue cannot be gained 
from that path such as fields of art, dance and other service sector jobs or they 
can't compete in the school setting. They are encouraged to also pursue their 
dreams and also become part of "normal" society that have a "high school" 
diploma. In the case of Yu's son, he probably believed that his skills and 
experiences made him able to keep searching for better and better 
opportunities. In this school, they are encouraged by stories of creative 
entrepreneurs that succeeded without schooling. These kids are quite aware of 
their place in society and the dismal outlook on the future as seen from 
uncertain responses on what they would do after graduation. They had dream 
jobs though of gamers, singers, or being a beautician though. People can see this 
in a skeptical light but this capitalizes on the latent potential of the student. 
One can't know where they would end up in the future, so to discourage these 
students in society that can't compete in the regular method of exams would only 
result in more chaos, gang activity or suicide in my opinion. They are given the 
opportunity to become artists, musicians, office girls or fast food workers which 
is a good resource. It somehow gives them the opportunity to take part in society 
than giving up and just being cut off and leeching on the state for welfare. This 
is the other interesting view of self-development for the low-income marginal 
youths rather than successful business entrepreneurs like Yu's son.
The last article "Forthcoming College Rank and Neoliberal Subjectivity in South 
Korea: The Burden of Self-Development" encompasses the past two articles with 
examples of the experience-driven subject and the marginalized subject. Heejin 
is like Mr. Yu's son in how she is driven by experiences and skills. She wants to 
have accomplishments in all areas of her life and what I read to be a well-
rounded person. She seems to have friends in specific arenas of her life that can 
serve her needs or be the experts of that arena. She has a studying group, 
partying group and people that can advise her about the future. They are all 
resources for her development. Sori is the example of the marginal youth. She 
could not compete in the "regular" track of life because she was not an exam 
person. Her family environment of her father having lost all hope in her matches 
some of the students' trouble background that might have attributed to the 
failure in school. 
Min displays this marginal group but the success story end of it. He too criticizes 
the education system like one student (p. 276) when he said why go to college 
when you can just start working and make money instead of paying tuition. He 
also stated that if he is able then he can always move up. He was idealistic and 
saw flaws in the system. Min sees these flaws too and he followed his heart and 
gained experience as it would help him the most. He did not attempt to get the 
straight A's, but with B's and C's he entered work quickly as a TV producer. So by 
his own creativity and determination by interning and traveling, he bypassed the 
usual method of getting a job resulting in a success story. 
Self-Determination and the risky business is a very unique idea that I had no idea 
about. I'm very please to see these readings all intersect on these themes and 
truly see how Koreans' politics shaped the ideology and impacted of the people.
Response Paper 
#4: 
• Cosmopolitan Capital 
• Park, Hyunju. On English in South Korea [TBA] 
• Kelsky, Karen. 2001. Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western 
Dreams. Durham: Duke University Press, Pp. 85-132. 
• Kang, Yoojung and Kyouho (Q-ho) Lee. 2007. Mysterious English Land 
(powerpoint presentation) 
• Film: Please Teach me English 
The image of Korea that was presented in the film depicted the great influence 
of English in the Korean landscape. In one of the beginning scenes, Candy is 
defiant and asks herself why she has to learn English when she is in Korea and is 
Korean. She angrily tells herself that just knowing Korean should be fine. As the 
bus goes by all the shops, there is a flood of English words that invade her 
thoughts and each added one attacks her argument as if saying "Even in Korea 
you are bombarded with English when just riding the bus." This was a very good 
image of the interconnectedness of the English language in the values and 
culture of Korea though Korea is not the only country to have this trend. In the 
movie English was seen as exotic or romantic. It showed how there is the notion 
of a superiority complex of the West. In Women on the Verge, it discussed how it 
was the messianic faith in the superiority of the West. Because of the ideas of 
egalitarianism and a "balanced self," women especially have looked to the West 
as a means to escape and to enjoy freedom from the stifling expectations of 
Japanese culture. While the male wanted to confess his love in English rather 
than a cliche and uncool confession in Korean, he took the lessons so that he 
could be able to communicate with his American sister. His real intentions aside, 
he stated various acceptable reasons (in society's eyes) such as hitting on 
Western girls, spewing out pick-up lines to Korean women, or be able to be 
understood by someone if he spoke English. Candy was forced to take the English 
class by her company because no one knew how to communicate with the 
American that came in. So for her company, it was a matter of business and 
catering to customers' needs. 
This main character had a similar situation to the Japanese women discussed in 
the reading. She was pressured to take the classes against her will. While she is 
usually stubborn she went through with it because of the hierarchy in the 
workplace. She was feeling the same pressure of following the expectations and 
choosing her job over her feelings. She however had her own motives and 
individualistic reasons why she wanted to learn English (romance with the other 
Korean guy).
One interesting thing to realize about Japanese women was their desire to 
escape the discrimination in the workplace and expectations from men. This 
reminds me of the several instances of people groups escaping to America to flee 
religious or racial persecution. The idea that there is freedom and equality is 
attractive and America or the "West" being a refuge isn't entirely a new concept. 
There seems to be little chance for escape from the very contained and stifling 
way of life in Japan for males and females. The idea of people that stick out 
must be hammered down is well-known and put into practice. It is very 
interesting that as they return back to Japan, they are seen as "spoiled" and unfit 
to work in the typical companies for fear of their new-gained aggressive 
behaviour and individualism. It frustrates me so much to read about the 
standards of hiring in Japan. I find it absurd that companies hire only women 
that have just graduated from college. They do not seem to be committed to the 
development of their companies. They complained saying that Americans come 
out with several new gadgets and don't improve on the existing ones. If they took 
their own advice concerning their companies and staff, they might see that 
someone with an opinion is to be valued rather than looked down upon. 
After reading about the Japanese men did spark some pity on my part. They are 
immobile and tied down to their jobs very much, but also in their thinking. They 
have an advantage in terms of money and benefits, but they are worked to death 
and can't do many things that they want to do. They seem stuck in their place in 
society and the comfort their position brings as seen in their desire to just go 
back to Japan when they are abroad. This is mainly because it they themselves 
are "spoiled" in their own workplace in Japan and they do not see themselves in 
need of any escape to the West or any other country. It is very interesting that 
Japan became a place where women pursue foreign language and Korea it is not 
as gendered. They want to gain fluency in English for admission into university 
and employment. They have a mindset of enhancing the global competitive 
power of Korea but these ideas are changing perhaps according to Park's 
research. These themes correspond to the film especially in the beginning with 
the English schools and being forced to learn English. Later on though, there is 
more emphasis on the characters own identities on why they want to learn 
English (family, romance, nationalistic identity). Candy stops going to the lessons 
because of heartbreak and that shows that her mindset is not for pleasing her 
boss, co-workers, her own improvement of the language, salary, or obligation. 
Overall, it is eye-opening to see how language use is so different in these two 
countries.
Response Paper 
#5: 
Response Paper 
#6: 
Response Paper 
#7: 
Interview #3
This interviewee has just been in the United States for 8 months. He studies 
Economics and has a TA position. He has more or less decided to go back to 
China after graduation. 
What do you plan to do after you graduate?
Maybe I will go back China. Yeah...
Just find a job?
Yeah maybe, I don't know, I don't have a specific plan for my life but I think I'll go 
back to China.
He has travelled frequently to Chicago and the Chinatown there. His reasoning for 
wanting to return unravels more as I asked him if he'd ever consider living in a 
foreign country.
"I think I prefer to live in China. It's very hard to explain. I don't know how to say it. 
You know people in the world say that America is the best country to live in...it's 
safe. Like in China everything in the environment is polluted. Here it's good they 
keep everything clean and it's beautiful. 
Everything is good but I don't like it...I mean I like it but I just don't like it. I don't 
want to stay here for all of my life and want to speak English for the rest of my life. 
It's just different. I've been to Chicago and Chinatown several times but it's totally 
different. Chinatown is different from China. It's weird actually. I think I'm a very 
open person and can make friends with people with different cultural background. I 
just think it's really hard for me to live here. ... Relationships with Chinese friends is 
different from friends here. After I arrived here, Chinese students are very busy 
they cannot hang out even when they want to. American students are very 
independent and don't need to hang out with friends. So most of the time I'm 
chilling with myself. It sucks! Just imagining staying here for 10-20 years, it's just 
hard for me to get used to it."
He is thinking of his experience as a graduate student at UIUC and also relating 
that to whether he would want to stay in the United States. The Chinese friends 
that he values highly cannot hang out too much because of their studies. 
What would you want to do?
Maybe I'll go back to china and attend another national graduate examination and 
get another diploma in film making...Making a movie. I don't know! I'm (currently) 
thinking about that now. 
What made you think about that?
A lot of people view that to study abroad esp in US is a very good opportunity. Yes 
it is. But people like me that study here have more chance to choose their life. So 
most of them I'm pretty sure don't just want to follow life. They want to have 
something different or interesting.
What city would you like to work in after you graduate?
I guess maybe big city like Beijing, Shanghai, if i can Hong Kong. China, whatever.
Modern kinda?
Yes because there the situation is difference in china than US. Maybe in US the 
rich people don't wanna live in the city because it's crowded but in China a lot of 
the people who are capable I mean they are educated and intelligent. These 
people live in the big city. So you can meet more like that. You can make new 
friends and communicate and learn from them.
This really shows how he views the opportunity to study in the United States as a 
means to gain more experience and also make himself more valuable as a worker. 
This might just be a way to open up doors for people. This idea has come up in 
some of the other interviews, where they think that if they have the education, 
experience or skills, they are able to get any job. I believe one man said "If you are 
excellent, you can get any job." 
On his thoughts of starting a business, he is not only open to the idea but already 
talked with his friends about it.
Do you have any plans to start a business after you graduate?
Actually I have many good friends in China and we used to talk about this a lot. But 
cuz we don't have money or experience now. After graduation we might have more 
experience and money. 
What would u do?
Since my major is economics, maybe I start a company about consulting for some 
other company.
This shows the enterprising-self and also how questing for experience will make 
this possible in the future. This interviewee had very strong family ties and has a 
strong sense of filial responsibility.
Do you think you will be better off than your parents were?
No. I guess not because I'm the only son in my family. I think I have to live with 
them. That is another important reason I can't stay here. Even if I'm able to bring 
them here they're old and cannot speak english. So how can they make friends 
here? 
Do you plan to support your parents? Does this influence where you would 
like to work after you graduate? How important is it to live near your 
parents?
Yeah. I don't if the same situation happens in the United States but when kids are 
young, the parents have the responsibility to pay for them. When they are old they 
can't work anymore so of course you have the responsibility to take care of them. 
It's very natural.
I don't know it's too common in America...
Yeah I don't know. Maybe in America a lot of families have several kids but in 
China most families they only have one child. So the relationship and the child and 
parents are very very close. Because they focus and pay attention on you 
everyday. 
Ever wish you had other siblings?
Yes, but I mean do wish I had another sibling. But the reality is that I am the only 
kid. But it's okay because I have a lot of friends. It's more important. Maybe here 
people don't take it seriously. In China they take it serious. In college we always go 
to lunch or dinner together. When it's lunchtime I will call my friends. Not date...but 
just friends and have lunch together and talk.
Have you considered whether you would like to get married?
Yeah of course! I have to. I mean if I don't get married, my dad will kill me. 
Do they say you have to get married at this time?
Actually my dad's mind is very open. He thinks it's good for me to not get married 
early like 30 or 35. 
So it's all school, after you get a job maybe you start looking for a wife?
I mean...I have been looking for my wife all the time. Yeah, I don't have a specific 
plan for that. If it happens, it'll happen. 
His answers show how family and friends are the main reason why he wants to go 
back to China. However he will pursue a job that he enjoys according to his ability 
first. If along the way he gets married, he is willing to sacrifice the job that he 
enjoys for a higher paying job that he does not enjoy so much. 
Preliminary 
Question: 
I want to investigate the relationship between the rising internet gaming craze and 
the provision of college internet in the college population. I want to pose questions 
that show their forum activity, purchases of game currency/items/accounts, exploits 
of this new demand, time spent on games, familiarity of these games or 
acquaintances that are part of the gaming community or perhaps reasons behind 
why (or why not) they play certain games.
After some perusal of the articles and discussions on the youth of East Asia, I have 
become interested in the neoliberal shift towards the market and community of the 
internet. There was an article that caught my interest about the gaming community 
in East Asia. With the new onslaught of multiplayer online games, there is now a 
new virtual economy from several games. A look on eBay also shows this shift on 
intellectual property (leveling guides) and virtual goods such as game currency, 
items and accounts. The rising demand of this property also is shown in the article 
of the top gunbound player that was kidnapped for his password in order for the 
kidnappers to make money from his account by potentially selling it for $8000. 
(Link to article) Surprisingly enough, he did not relinquish his password even 
though he was held at gunpoint. This topic interests me because in the gaming 
community, there is a social network of people even developing romantic 
relationships or meeting in real life (as in the article). 
This is an investigation of the proliferation of the Japanese/Korean games into the 
American popular culture. There are neoliberal students that not only take part in 
extracurricular activities such as sports, but are in groups for gaming (on this 
campus). Tournaments, parties and events are held for people that share this 
interest. 
Other links of interest:
Chinese Gold Farmers
Video
Interview/Observ
. #1: 
My interviewee stated that she had flexible future plans after graduating. However 
her plans are to return to China for work after graduation because her friends, 
classmates, and family are there. She would consider a job in America if it was a 
well-paying job and good working conditions. She thinks that it is easier to find a 
job in America versus China because there is so much competition in China. If she 
was married, she would listen to her husband's decision on where to live. This is 
going against the patriotic sense of going back and contributing to the country. She 
is keen on pursuing her own interest for her life. 
"Do you think it is better for China if you return? Or is this important?"
"Bluffing I think. If I say yes, I think I’d be bluffing." 
"Have you ever thought about that?"
"Yeah I think so because the education system in china is a little… not satisfied so I’ll do my best to 
change it. That’s a big question. I can’t answer you now. Maybe I’ll go back and be in China for several 
years and I can answer you better."
"So it’s important for you to return? To like contribute to china. It’s a good thing right?"
"Yeah it’s a good thing but oh you know a student like me there’s a hundred of thousands of students 
like me so it’s that not important. There’s a lot of people population in china so I’m not that important."
She did not have a major desire to return to China with a patriotic mindset. She 
cared more of following her interest in her major, job and spouse. One interesting 
thing was the idea of improving China's education system if she was to contribute 
to China. She also stated a similar thing as my 2nd interviewee on waiting some 
time know if she is able to do anything. 
Her reasons of wanting to stay in China was the food, nightlife and best friends. 
She thinks that it also easier to get married in China because there are just so 
much more males in China. She has been in America for only 6 months and only 
been to Kentucky, this campus and Chicago for 1 day. If she were in Chicago, 
she'd consider not going back to China.
She would consider her interest first, then salary in looking for a job. It is interesting 
because she is already in a field that she enjoys and is also a good paying job. Her 
motivation for getting a good job is for mainly her own interest, however she said, "I 
will try my best to earn money to help support my family. I think they will be happy 
if I do better than them." She does believe that it would make her parents happy if 
she does better than them. She also said it was very weird if she got married and 
lived with her parents still. 
One interesting point was that she is being paid to study at this school as a 
Research Assistant so her parents do not pay anything. Later on in the 
conversation she said that she was lucky to be interested in her field of study 
(Material Science and Nuclear Engineering before) rather than art, where it is 
harder to find a good job. So she is very aware of wanting to find a job and having 
security. Her motivation was to go wherever there was a good job within her field, 
so whether it is America or China, it wouldn't all too much.
Do you plan to go back to China? 
You mean after graduation? Go back to find work? Yeah, I plan to because life here is kind of boring. 
And you know my best friend is in China. I think life will be interesting there. 
Where in China? What City?
What city? Beijing. My classmates are all in Beijing. Just a thought, maybe work here is easy to find, so 
maybe I’ll stay.
Oh so if you have a job you’d consider…?
Good salary, good working condition...yeah maybe I’ll stay.
Is it hard to find a job in Beijing?
Sure. A lot of people so competition is high.
How important is salary to your decision?
Sure it’s important but it’s the 2nd importance factor. The first one is my interest.
What is your interest?
Until now it is Material Science.
Wow. You love Material Science?
Yeah, it’s my major. No matter if I like it or not, I have to find a job there.
Oh but you chose that major?
Of course, I like it so…So I’d consider my interest first, and then salary, but salary’s important I think.
This also corresponds to the other interviews even though she does not have 
patriotic professionalism. One of the reasons that she will go back to China is that 
she wants good working conditions and salary. Since China does meet her 
standards (and has no where to go but up) she doesn't have a reason not to go 
back. This was helpful for our group data, but also showed how they don't have 
this patriotic streak in the females for some reason, so we moved on to 
interviewing all male subjects.
Group Research 
Question: 
For our project we are positing that there has been a historical shift in that Chinese 
grad students are now returning to China after they finish rather than staying here 
in the United states, and we want to know why. We are specifically focusing on 
Chinese grad students in the sciences or engineering.
Here are the questions we have so far, which address money, personal fulfillment, 
family, marriage, nationalism, and preference.
Do you plan to go back to China? Why?
How important is salary to your decision?
How important is it to get a job that is personally fulfilling?
Do you think you will be better off than your parents were?
Do you have any siblings?
Are you married? Do you think it would be easier to get married in China? How does that affect your decision?
Do you plan to support your family?
Would you like to be closer to your family?
Do you think it is better for China if you return? Or is this important?
If you decided to stay in America do you think you would miss China? Why? 
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Interview/Observ
. #2: 
I met with my 2nd male interviewee at the Union Courtyard. He was already seated 
and I went up to him to ask if he was there for an interview. He nodded and joked 
that it was sort of a double blind since neither of us knew what the other looked 
like. I proceeded to ask him if it was okay to record the interview and he said it was 
perfectly fine but was going to be even more nervous about his pronunciation.
He has been a student at UIUC for 7 months and is studying Chemistry. This is the 
first time he has ever been abroad. 
"Did you study abroad before?" I asked him, deviating from the list of questions.
"Nope, nope. This is the first time."
"Never travelled? Vacation?"
"Never travelled abroad. Just within China."
"Interesting..."
"Interesting? So it's not normal for American students? They often travel around 
the world?" He asked with his curiosity peaked about Americans and possibly their 
standard of education and global experience.
"I'm not sure..."
"What about you?"
"I've travelled to Korea, Japan..." After I said Japan, he exclaimed, 
"Oh! China?" I answered very sheepishly since the interview was about Chinese 
students and I felt that somehow I was insulting his country by listing Korea and 
Japan first. When he got excited at me saying Japan, I felt that since I listed a 
modern nation as Japan, China was sure to follow in my list. I just said that I 
haven't yet and we both laughed continuing on with the interview.
"What will you do after you graduate?" I asked next.
"Well actually, no plan. Well I think most graduate students have two plans after 
they graduate. The first goal is to get a PhD degree in a short time as they can. I 
don't want to spend 6 or 7 years getting a PhD degree. That's not good. So that's 
the first thing. Then there are two ways for my career. First is to get some job in a 
pharmaceutical company that's for a Chemistry major. Second is to ... if you want 
to do research, you can go to another university to research for several years and 
you can get an assistant professor position in some other universities. So you can 
do research as a career. I don't know, I like to do research but I don't know if I'm 
competent for that kind of job. That will be very busy and a lot of work to do. And 
the researcher has to be very talented and very interested in that." He seemed 
very knowledgeable about the different routes he could possibly take after 
graduation, but did not know as of yet whether he is good enough to excel in his 
major. 
"Is it required to go to grad school?"
"In China, if you choose biology as a major, it's just impossible to get any jobs after 
you get only a bachelor degree. 'Cause in China there's not so many 
pharmaceutical companies and you can't find any position because there is no 
company there. Even if there is a company, there is no research and development 
part so if you want to pursue a major, you have to go to graduate school." His 
answer correlates with the use of higher education to compete in the job market.
What city would you like to work in after you graduate?
"Wow, that's a good question! I want to work in a big city. No, no...Actually not big 
city but the city at least has to have a Chinatown. Yeah, that's essential and very 
important 'cause Staying here is very kind of boring even at weekend. Nowhere to 
go..."
"So this is in America?"
"Uh huh...Oh! Not only America- Any other country."
"If you had a job in Europe, or America or China..."
"I think China is even better and I'm familiar with the culture and especially the 
food. The problem is that you regret it if you're in the university in America and then 
you go back to China. That's just not the easy way, I mean...the people in China 
will not recognize you or they don't know you. So that even has a lot of problem."
"Oh so in America, you will stand out more for a job?"
"I think so."
When we talked of salary and job preference, he jokingly said "Oh, I can't have 
both?" Later on he says that he generally prefers a job that he enjoys. "Even if I get 
a PhD...After I get a PhD, I think I can find a job that I enjoy and I believe the salary 
will not be low, so I'll choose the job I'll enjoy." He seemed very confident in his job 
outlook and aware of the salary that's linked to his field of study. 
"What would be a job that you enjoy?"
"I want to do some research. The best way is to get an assistant professor position 
in the university and establish my own lab and do whatever research I want."
"So you always wanted to do Science when you were growing up too?"
"Actually I have no choice! For example, for the last 20 years, I have been 
educated to think logically. If later on I didn't want to suffer to do research and 
wanted to be a doctor or lawyer or businessman...no way. I don't know how to do 
that and I don't want to do that. I never think about that. I have no interest in that 
sort of field (business or law)."
"But it was you who decided to do Science?" He said yes and that in elementary 
school they were introduced to different subjects and he chose Science and enjoys 
it. When I asked him what if he had been interested in the arts at that time versus 
Science, he said that he is interested in music and art as a hobby but not career. 
He then said that everyone likes music but it's just for fun and not a career. I felt 
that it was just absurd for him to think of majoring in anything other than Science, 
not because of the money but also because of his own personal interests of maybe 
the prestige of a more scholarly major.
"Do you have any plans to start a business after you graduate?"
"Actually no, as I said. I have no interest in business."
"Ahh, your path of research..."
"Yeah,I think it's good for me and good for other people in the world. They can use 
what I discover and treat diseases or something else. It's cool." This showed me 
that he indeed had deep personal interest and desires in studying Science but also 
a way to help people and affect people globally too.
"Do you think it'll be better for China if you return?"
"Yeah, sure, I do. China is growing very fast especially the economics. Many 
foreigners go to China for business so it'll keep getting better and better. I'm sure 
about that."
"Does this influence your plans for after you graduate?"
"To China? Yeah, it will. So that depends. As China is growing better and better, 
the research level in China will also grow significantly. So if 10 years ago if 
someone got a PhD in a good university in America and go back to China, they 
can get a good fellowship position in a very good university. But not easy case if 
China is growing and you go back to China and you can't get a good 
position...that'll influence my decision."
"In terms of maybe Chinese pride, do you feel that you have to go to China so that 
you can make it better?"
"You mean make China better with my effort?"
"Yeah, sure."
"Yeah, I want to do that, but I want to do that when I can do that. So if I cannot get 
enough knowledge or enough ability then I don't think I can do any good things for 
China. So last year a very famous professor in Princeton University just went back 
to China. And he quit his position in Princeton and established his own lab and 
started research in China. I think that will increase the Chinese researchability very 
well. Just like him, when he can, when he has power to increase China's 
researchability, then I'll go back." This really struck me and I can see a very clear 
correlation to the A*Star Whales that are in Singapore teaching the guppies. He 
was aspiring to be like a Whale, in a position that can impact China. 
In terms of popular culture, magazines, movies, television and food, it was not very 
influential in his decision for his future since he already had his goal. This is the 
same for marriage too. After he gets a stable job and has the means to support a 
family, he will look to settle down. First, his priority is the education to get the job to 
get the family. He wants to work in the same place as his wife so that will influence 
his decision for where to stay. He said his career is more important than marriage 
though for now. 
He also comes from a well-off family with a Chemical Engineer and Accountant for 
a company for parents with good salaries. He doesn't know if he'll be better than 
them socio-economically, but that is because they're in different fields for jobs. He 
wants to support his parents, but they say that they don't need his money because 
they have money already and just want him to do well. He says they need him to 
just call if he has spare time. He says that it absolutely doesn't matter if he has to 
be close to him later on or not because they will retire soon. He will take them with 
him to whatever city in the world. He considers it very important to have parents 
near him because later on they will need his support and care as they grow older. 
"I just started my research career. I think I'm a grad student for just several months 
so now I have my own project and it's just been started. I made a lot of problems 
and not I have no idea about whether I am competent to be a good researcher...If 
I'm suitable to do it. Although I like it, I don't know if I'm good at it. So I am not so 
sure. So maybe after 3 or 4 years before I graduate I will know if I'm good in 
research. So if I think so then I think I'll make up my mind to pursue a search for a 
professor position."
"Do you have any other side plans?" (I know this might not be a valid word but I 
didn't want to say "back-up" plans as it kind of has a negative connotation in my 
opinion).
"Side plans? Like if I can't find the job that I want? Side plan without research? 
Actually no. No side plans."
"Okay, just curious..."
"Oh yeah, but it's good. Very good point. I think I may have to think about it and 
have a side plan if some day I cannot do research any longer, what should I do? 
You know...play music in a bar." He took the uncertainty in his future with a laugh 
but it definitely showed what he was aspiring towards and living out his life plan for 
a successful life whether it's for China or himself. He answered a lot of our group 
question of why people are wanting to go back to China. He gave a wonderful 
example of the Princeton professor and that screams "patriotic professionalism" 
even if he thinks that perhaps he will not be able to play that part via research. 
Group Summary: For our project we have sought to learn the meanings that male
Chinese graduate students in the sciences and engineering at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign mobilize when making plans
for the future, with particular regard to the country where they plan to
work. We were motivated to pursue this question after sensing that
students at the University of Illinois are deciding to return to
China in greater numbers than in previous cohorts. This intuition is reflected in our 
interviews, where these students consider
family, nation, and economy, when planning their futures. Though we do
not address them here, these students also consider pride, food, and
friends when making their plans.
The most prominent reason for returning to China that emerged from
our interviews is simply that economic conditions in China have
improved in recent years and are expected to continue improving in the
years to come. Thomas (who is actually an economist) said he believes
students are returning to China because "China is getting better and
better," and when we asked him if he might have decided to stay in the
United States in the past instead of return he said, "Maybe."
However, these students also place heavy consideration on family when
making plans for the future. As Dan said, "I think it is best to live
with my family in the future." Consideration of family, though, does
not always result in the need to return to China. Jing, who does not
plan to return to China, intends to bring his parents to the United
States.
Finally, another point that these students consider when making plans
for the future is the contribution they will make to China. As James
said, without explicit prompting, "First, I will return for my
parents, second, for China, and third for my girlfriend and I." Again,
though, it is not necessary for students to return to China in order
to make a contribution to their country. Jing highlighted this when he
said, "Even if you have a faculty position in America, it doesn't mean
that you will not do anything for your country," and in drawing
attention to the opportunities that are available for scientists in
his field he opened the possibility that someone could produce a
greater contribution to China by not returning
Paper: Looking at all the interviews of my group members, there are some reoccurring themes as 
to why they would want to return to China. First I see a huge sense of responsibility of the 
students to their parents. One person said, “Even now I give my parents money, because 
it is a tradition in China.” They acknowledge that it is their responsibility to take care of 
their parents especially because there is no other sibling to fall back on. The following 
responses indicate that they see the tradition and it is expected of them. 
“The major reason is that I am the only child in my family, when my parents get older I 
have a responsibility to take care of them. For me it is easier to move between countries, I 
have ability, but for my parents it’s very hard for them to live outside of China. China is 
also developing very fast these years, so I think China is also a very good choice [to live]. 
After a few years, after I graduate, I think I will go back to China.”
“After some time in this country, I will complete my PhD in 4 to 5 years. Then maybe I will 
find a job here and work 3 to 5 years, then I will go back to China. I also have many 
friends in China and my family; I think it is best to live with my family in the future.” 
“I'm the only son in my family. I think I have to live with them. That is another important 
reason I can't stay here. Even if I'm able to bring them here they're old and cannot speak 
English. So how can they make friends here? Maybe in America a lot of families have 
several kids but in China most families they only have one child. So the relationship and 
the child and parents are very close because they focus and pay attention on you 
everyday. I don't if the same situation happens in the United States, but when kids are 
young, the parents have the responsibility to pay for them. When they are old they can't 
work anymore so of course you have the responsibility to take care of them. It's very 
natural.”
One person said that they will bring their parents with them if they lived in the United 
States. He will not abandon them to be alone in China. He sees their need for care and 
also the need for a community for his parents that speak Chinese. He said that his mother 
doesn't speak English very well, so he will try to find a city with other Chinese people for 
them to interact with, "otherwise they will feel alone." This student saw that having a 
community for his parents is important and would go the extra mile to find a suitable 
community for them while also finding a place that is his ideal employment. Some 
negotiate this problem by planning to stay in the United States for a number of years and 
then returning. 
Friends are also a big part of the equation of wanting to go back to China. The same one-
child policy that heightens the sense of responsibility to the parents also affects the 
Chinese students’ view on friendships. Because they do not have any siblings (for the 
most part) because of the policy, they find their companionship through friends. When I 
asked one student if he ever wished he had a brother or sister, he said:
“Yes, but I mean do wish I had another sibling. But the reality is that I am the only kid, but 
it's okay because I have a lot of friends. It's more important. Maybe here people don't take 
it seriously. In China they take it serious. In college we always go to lunch or dinner 
together. When it's lunchtime I will call my friends.”
The sense of being part of a community or collective group is important to some of the 
Chinese students that were interviewed. This collective mentality could perform on this 
micro level where it’s their circle of friends or the macro level which I think to reveal itself 
as patriotism. They want to contribute to the country and the collective people that they 
identify with. When the students discussed their future plans, some talked about 
contributing to the country via their findings and work. 
“I have a few options, first option is that I can become a part of a faculty at some 
university, second option is that I can join a technical support group in a pharmaceutical 
company”. His final work destinations were all China bound.
“First, I will return for my parents,” he said without hesitation, “second, for China, and third 
for my girlfriend and I”. When I asked him what he meant by returning “for” China, he 
replied, “I like my country.” Then, he went on to explain to me how he might have, “a 
greater feeling for China”, one in which was calling him to return, one in which I associated 
as having patriotic feelings.
One interviewee plans to be a professor in the United States after he gets his PhD for five 
to ten years, and then go back to China.
"So what would you want to accomplish here in the United States before going back to 
China?"
"I want to come up with some theory or explain some economic phenomenon. I hope I can 
have my own ideas about my research field. And then I will go back to China. I hope my 
ideas can help Chinese economic rules. That is also my goal to study here. That is why I 
study here."
His decision on going back to China was based mainly on two reasons: first, the job 
market is bigger in China, and second, he wanted to support his parents. There are 
several nested advantages in returning to China after studying at UIUC. They can gain 
experience and apply it in China where they can contribute as a patriotic professional.
“Do you think it’ll be better for China if you return to China?”
“True, I think so.”
“Why?”
“Because the market… in our major, [it] is the market. Right now, in America, lots of things 
are fully developed. And so we can learn some more high technology or some more 
advanced concept and, or, principles. And what I learn here, later [I can] use [for] China 
and also … develop some new stuff... [which can] apply more [appropriately] in that area.”
"Do you think it'll be better for China if you return?"
"Yeah, sure, I do. China is growing very fast especially the economics. Many foreigners go 
to China for business so it'll keep getting better and better. I'm sure about that."
"Does this influence your plans for after you graduate?"
"To China? Yeah, it will. So that depends. As China is growing better and better, the 
research level in China will also grow significantly. So if 10 years ago if someone got a 
PhD in a good university in America and go back to China, they can get a good fellowship 
position in a very good university. But not easy case if China is growing and you go back 
to China and you can't get a good position...that'll influence my decision."
"Yeah, I want to do that, but I want to do that when I can do that. So if I cannot get enough 
knowledge or enough ability then I don't think I can do any good things for China. So last 
year a very famous professor in Princeton University just went back to China. And he quit 
his position in Princeton and established his own lab and started research in China. I think 
that will increase the Chinese research ability very well. Just like him, when he can, when 
he has power to increase China's research ability, then I'll go back." This really struck me 
and I can see a very clear correlation to the A*Star Whales that are in Singapore teaching 
the guppies. He was aspiring to be like a Whale, in a position that can impact China.
This makes me think that another reason that they want to return to China is the 
Neoliberal idea of competition for jobs. While the interviewees did not touch on it too 
much, I infer that they are thinking of things that will be most advantageous in all situations 
in the spheres of their own lives, country, friends, family, and nation). China is also a place 
where they will stand out against the rest giving them an edge in the job market. If they 
stayed in the United States, they will be at a disadvantage and not in the same sort of 
position of respect for having had studied abroad in an American University. They are like 
the elite "Organization Kids" that made it into graduate school abroad. They feel the 
uncertainty of the future and competing but also the hope of what this experience can give 
them (in China or any other country). As one student said, the very fact that they are 
studying in America gives them the freedom to not follow the set path in life. They can 
choose to do something else that’s more interesting to them. This reminds me of the Choi 
Jung-Ah article “New Generation’s Career Aspirations and New Ways of Marginalization in 
a Postindustrial Economy.” Even though this article is about Korea, I see the same sort of 
liberation or encouragement to hope in big dreams and possibilities. Many of the Chinese 
students were not a marginalized class, but quite the contrary. Many were from families 
with government positions or teaching positions. The education and experience gives 
them the opportunity to reach whatever goals they may have. They can choose to follow 
the path of a researcher and take on the added bonus of contributing to China or whatever 
thing they value the most, be it family, friends or position. Reasons for returning to China 
at this time rather than any other time in history is still amorphous, but there are many 
presented values that benefits from the return. Those that do not return negotiate ways to 
still be filial or patriotic in my opinion.
Reflect: I found the data gathering in the form of interviews very fun and 
enjoyable. It seemed more like observation and relationship-
building rather than gathering data. It was hard to find subjects and 
all the credit goes to Sasha for finding all of my subjects. Working in 
an online environment is my ideal environment. This site could be 
improved in terms of graphical user interface but it does get the job 
done. I wish that there was more of a forum feel to this site. I liked 
seeing the other students' and especially the graduate students' 
work. It challenged me a lot in what to bring the class and set the 
bar high.
